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Festival Worship   
Hymns and worship songs reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

Opening Hymn 55 – Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful 
Please stand for the final verse 

 

Order of Service for  
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD: CHRISTMAS DAY 
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Invocation 
 

M The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 
M God invites us to come into presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.  

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed 

to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But 

I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord 

have mercy on me a sinner. 

 

 

C (sing) 

 
 Softly from his lowly manger  Come, then, banish all your sadness! 

 Jesus calls One and all,  One and all, Great and small, 

 “You are safe from danger.  Come with songs of gladness; 

 Children, from the sins that grieve you  We shall live with him forever 

 You are freed; All you need  There on high In that joy 

 I will surely give you.”  Which will vanish never.   (37:5,6) 

 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C  Amen.  
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Gloria 
 

C (sing) 

 

 Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

 Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  

 Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.  (63:3) 

 
Be seated 

 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
 

First Lesson Isaiah 52:7-10 
The news we get to share with the world today makes our feet beautiful and our voices joyful 

 
ISAIAH 52:7 How beautiful on the mountains 

 are the feet of those who bring good news, 

  who proclaim peace, 

  who bring good tidings, 

  who proclaim salvation, 

  who say to Zion, 

   “Your God reigns!” 
8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; 

 together they shout for joy. 

When the LORD returns to Zion, 

 they will see it with their own eyes. 
9 Burst into songs of joy together, 

 you ruins of Jerusalem, 

 for the LORD has comforted his people, 

 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm 

 in the sight of all the nations, 

 and all the ends of the earth will see 

 the salvation of our God. 

 
After the reading: 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

https://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=isa+52:7&sr=1&t=niv
https://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=isa+52:8&sr=1&t=niv
https://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=isa+52:9&sr=1&t=niv
https://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=isa+52:10&sr=1&t=niv
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 98 
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Second Lesson Hebrews 1:1-9 
Jesus’ birth may look lowly, but the Christ-child is far superior than even the angels; he is the Son of God 

 
HEBREWS 1:1In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir 

of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3The Son is the radiance of God’s 

glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 

After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 

heaven. 4So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior 

to theirs. 
 

5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

 “You are my Son; 

       today I have become your Father”?  

 

Or again, 

“I will be his Father, 

       and he will be my Son”?  

 
6And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.”  

 

7In speaking of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels winds, 

       his servants flames of fire.”  

 

8But about the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, 

       and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. 

   9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

       therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions 

       by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 

 
After the reading: 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=heb+1:1&sr=1&t=niv
https://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=heb+1:2&sr=1&t=niv
https://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=heb+1:3&sr=1&t=niv
https://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=heb+1:4&sr=1&t=niv
https://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=heb+1:5&sr=1&t=niv
https://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=heb+1:6&sr=1&t=niv
https://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=heb+1:7&sr=1&t=niv
https://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=heb+1:8&sr=1&t=niv
https://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=heb+1:9&sr=1&t=niv


- 7 - 

Anthem  44 – Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light 
 

 
 

 
Please stand for the Gospel 

 

 

Gospel Lesson John 3:16 
Jesus gives us insight into the motivation behind Christmas… it is God’s love! 

 
JOHN 3:16  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 
After the reading: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Be seated 
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Anthem  35 – Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
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Christmas Day Meditation John 3:16 
 

Today Proves that God Loves You 
 
Meditation Notes: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CREED The Explanation of the 2nd Article 
  of the Apostles’ Creed 
  Dr. Martin Luther 
Please stand 

 
C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 

true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

 

 He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all 

sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with his 

holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. 

 

 All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve 

him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as he has risen from 

death and lives and rules eternally. This is most certainly true. 

 
Be seated 
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OFFERING ANNOUCEMENT and MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
Offerings can be placed in the plate near the entrance to the sanctuary or one can give online or with our GivePlus app.  
Please “check in” online.  The “Connection Card” tab is on the bottom of any page of our website: calvarydallas.org. 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

To us a child is born, to us a son is given; let us offer praise, thanks and prayer to God the Father 

of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

Brief silence 
 

For all who celebrate the incarnation, that the knowledge that their God reigns would cause them 

to lift up their voices and sing for joy, and that they would always be ready to tell others about the 

Word made flesh, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all pastors, that God would work through their proclamation of Christ to bring the good news 

of happiness and salvation to all who hear them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the nations of this world, that they would be given a spirit of peace so that conflicts cease and 

all see in the birth of Jesus the salvation of our God, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who suffer persecution for the sake of Christ, that they would be kept firm in their faith 

as they bear witness to the light of the world, and that they would never lose sight of their identity 

as children of God, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the destitute, those recovering from natural disaster and those who find themselves in want, 

that they would receive the necessities for daily life, that the agencies who serve them would 

receive generous support, and that those who serve and those who are served would come to see 

God as the Giver of daily bread, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who suffer sickness in mind or body, those who are homebound and all who have asked 

for our prayers, that God would grant them healing, peace, patience and faith that endures, let us 

pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who commune, that they would receive the body and blood of Jesus worthily with faith 

in His bodily presence here in the Sacrament for them, and that they would depart having 

received grace upon grace from His fullness, let pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
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In thanksgiving for all the people of God who have gone before us and now rest in His presence, 

that we, too, would be kept faithful until that day when He makes all things new, let us pray to the 

Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Hear us, O Lord, for the sake of Your Son, the Word become flesh, the Savior of the nations, 

Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

The Sacrament 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 

is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as 
Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of 
Calvary or churches within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN               34 – Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
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Sending 
 

 
Please stand 

 

PRAYER 
 
M Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
BLESSING 
 

M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   

Live in harmony with one another.   

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 
 The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN 64 – Let Us All with Gladsome Voice 
 

 
 
Be seated 
 

WELCOME TO CALVARY 
Welcome to our guests and visitors who have joined us for worship on this festival day. 

A blessed Christmas to all of you! 

 

Glory to the newborn King!” The refrain of the familiar Christmas hymn invites us to proclaim 

that Christ is born in Bethlehem. Today we celebrate God coming into the history of our earth in 

person - in the person of a baby born in Bethlehem. “This is my beloved Son!” God proclaimed 

this years later when Jesus arrived at the Jordan River at the time of His Baptism. But already at 

the time of His birth, Jesus’ special nature was established as God in the flesh - in our human 

flesh! We express our thankfulness and our joy at that blessed coming! 

 

We now spend twelve days praising God the Father for the gift of his Incarnate Son. The festival 

of Christmas culminates with the Epiphany of our Lord on Wednesday, January 6, 2021. 
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Christmas Love 
 
There are as many traditions surrounding Advent as 

there are homes in which it is celebrated.   

 

In the Roman church, Advent was initially a season of 

repentance, similar in feel to our present day Lent.  As 

Lent prepared people for the celebration of Easter, so 

Advent was viewed as a season of penitential 

preparation for the celebration of Christmas. 

 

Farther west of Rome, the budding church in France 

approached Advent with greater zeal and joy.  

Anticipation rather than penitence marked their season 

of Advent. 

 

Over the years, the church has struggled to merge 

these two varying traditions.  One solution has been to 

maintain the stark readings concerning Jesus’ second 

advent during the church’s Sunday services, while 

reflecting greater joyful anticipation for the 

celebration of Jesus’ first advent on Wednesday 

evening worship. 

 

The Advent Wreath has been a welcome tradition that both keeps a solemn focus while also 

exuding joyful anticipation.  Contrary to popular belief, it is not of ancient origin, but has a 

history less than 200 years!  The traditions, meanings, and symbolism surrounding the Advent 

Wreath are not bound by a common thread of history.  Some wreaths have as many as 24 candles, 

while others have only four.  The candles themselves can be white, blue, violet, red or some 

combination thereof.   

 

More recent traditions place a name on each candle.  But even this tradition does not hold steady!  

Among some the candles are designated as: Prophet’s Candle, Bethlehem’s Candle, Shepherd’s 

Candle, and Angel’s Candle.  Others refer to the candles as: Hope, Faith, Joy, and Peace.  Still 

others understand the candles to symbolize: Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. 

 

This year, Calvary will follow the last tradition.  On each Wednesday during Advent and on 

Christmas Day, we will focus our attention, in succession, on the gifts of hope, peace, joy and 

love (with Jesus at the center).  Not only will readings, meditations, and the Advent wreath 

emphasize these gifts, new banners will also help highlight these specific Advent themes. 
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